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Discovery Tours

Introduction

Discovery Tours, by Ubisoft, are educational versions of the Assassin’s Creed games.

The Discovery Tours games allow children to explore three eras: Ancient Greece,
Ancient Egypt at the time of the Romans and Anglo Saxon Britain/Vikina Scandinavia.

DISCOVERY TOUR
LOCATIONS

Viking Age Ancient Greece Ancient Egypt

Discover the life of Vikings and Anglo-Saxons
in the 9th century! Purchase the Discovery
Tour: Viking Age as a standalone product for
yourself or your classroom on Xbox,
Playstation, PC and Luna. The Discovery Tour is
also available as a free game mode within
Assassin’s Creed Valhalla.

Dive into the incredible richness of Classical
Greece and meet Sokrates and other key
historical figures of the time! Purchase
Discovery Tour: Ancient Greece as a
standalone product for yourself or your
classroom on PC. Discovery Tour is also
available as a game mode within Assassin’s
Creed Odyssey on Stadia, Xbox One,

Discover the Great Pyramids and learn about
Ptolemaic Egypt at the time of Cleopatral
Purchase Discovery Tour: Ancient Egypt as a
standalone product for yourself or your
classroom on PC. Discovery Tour is also
available as a game mode within Assassin’s
Creed Origins on Xbox One, Playstation, and
PC.

Playstation, and PC.
Watch Trailer

Watch Trailer
Watch Trailer

Game settings

The games require a computer built for gaming — equipped with a fairly good graphics
card. Something like an RTX 2060 graphics card should be powerful enough to play the
games well.

To ensure the games run smoothly, the user should enter the settings and ensure that
graphics settings are adjusted appropriately. A particularly important setting is the
refresh rate which should be as high as possible to reduce screen tearing. VSync
should also be either set to ‘auto’ or set on a high level to reduce screen tearing.

When playing the game, ‘1% person’ view can be toggled in the Ancient Greek and Anglo
Saxon games. This is achieved by pressing the shoulder button on a game controller, or
right clicking the mouse. 1% person view gives a more immersive, less ‘computer game’
like experience. In the Egyptian game, the first person button must be held down.
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Using Discovery Tours in lessons

Discovery Tours is like an interactive movie about historical settings. Due to the cost of a
gaming computer, itis likely that schools might have one computer for class use. The
teacher might therefore lead the class in exploring the settings, with children taking
turns or suggesting aspects of the settings to explore. Schools that wished could make
additional gaming computers available.

The games can be explored freely, or children can follow preset tours. In the Viking Age
game, these tours are arranged in a more story-like format. These tours teach users
about aspects of historical life, such as sport, culture, music agriculture and theatre
and can be a good way for a teacher to structure use of the game. Children like following
the tours, listening to the tour guides and the sense of accomplishment at discovering
the locations.
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Exploring detailed worlds

The Discovery Tours games have been painstakingly crafted, with historians as well as
game designers contributing to the detail in the world. As a result, children can truly
experience what it would have been like to walk around in these time settings.

Exploration of the worlds can be sued for historical investigation. The worksheets
below give children tasks to complete and information to gather from looking at the
detail in the world. It should be made clear to children that these games are an
interpretation of history that should be used in conjunction with other historical
sources.

The games could also be used for stimulus of creative or non-fictional writing. As the
teacher leads exploration of the world, children could write down ideas for writing,
vocabulary or questions. These prompts might then form the basis for creative and non-
fictional writing.

As with all media, itis worth the teacher completing the historical tours to review
material, before the children seeing it. Some of the tours feature statues without
clothes on and other details that may need consideration!

The level of detail in the games are such that children can learn, ask questions and form
hypotheses about the historical settings.
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Discovery Tours — Ancient Greece

The Acropolis
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1) According to legend, which two gods completed for favour during the founding of
Athens?

4
E The.Akropolis

Tour Stations 3/9'<5 1" ¥

2) What was the name of the leader who ordered the buildings on the Acropolis to be
built?
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Propylea
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3) Find an example of Greek pottery. What can you tell about Greek life from looking at
the painting?

Propylea

The Akropolis of Athens

Tour Stations 3/9. >

4) Who is the statue of in the centre of the Acropolis?

5) What is special about this statue?
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6) Find the Erechtheion. What is the statue of Poseidon holding?

Parthenon

The Akropolis of Athens 1 52'm

Tour Stations 8/9

arthenon Interior

e
¥ ae:

e plan of the Parthenon, drawn in 1879
ith its two rooms, the bigger cella and the
aller treasury

Bth cent. CE (Modern period)
LEARNMORE & HIDE

7) Enter the rear of the Parthenon. What are two things that interest you?
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Discovery Tours — Ancient Greece

The Olympic Games
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1) What would happen on day one of the Olympic Games?

\Hippodrome)

2) Where did the events take place?
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3) Listen to the performers. What are they singing about?

What instruments are they playing?
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@ The Olympic Gan!1 S
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Black-figure skyphos with scene of wrestling
500 BCE (Archaic Greece) g
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4) Which events made up the Pentathlon?
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Prytaneion
)

34 m

5) Enter the Prytaneion. What do you find at the rear of the building? What was this used
for?

Temple of Zeus

6) Climb up to the main temple. What did you find inside?
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Discovery Tours — Ancient Greece

Spartan education
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1) What was special about Sparta?

NARRATOR = ==
Mﬁ@f@@m@@w@ﬂv@.,mﬂ@vmmﬂv@
8 s ﬁwﬂym‘mﬁ@vmmwwxy (ol thgt

2) How did Spartans prepare for battle?
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3) Who is the statue of in the centre of Spata?

Dromos

partan Education
our Stations 4/6 {5

4) How were boys prepared to become soldiers?
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SpartapjEduEation)
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Barracks

Combat between hoplites from the Nereid
monument

4th cent. BCE (Classical Greece)
@ LEARNMORE [N HIDE

6) What was daily life like for boys and men training in Sparta?
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Discovery Tours — Ancient Greece

School of Greece — Theatre

1) Why was the theatre important in Ancient Greece?

SchoollofiGreecetATiheater 2z

etradrachm of Thasos with head of Dionysnw
68-148 BCE (Hellenistic Greece) 2

[ LEARN MORE ‘Q HIDE

2) Which Greek god was associated with the theatre?
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@ School of Greece = Theater
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Votive relief of a poet receiving Dionysos and
his procession. Copy of a Greek original of
the 1st cent. BCE

1st cent. BCE (Hellenistic Greece)
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3) Was Ancient Greet theatre similar or different to modern theatre?

4) Who performed in the ‘orchestra’?
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5) Where did different groups of people sit in the theatre?
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6) What kinds of plays did Ancient Greeks perform?
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Discovery Tours — Ancient Greece

The Odeon - School of Music

1) What would you like to find out about Ancient Greek music?
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2) What kinds of instruments did Ancient Greek musicians use?
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Return to Tour Guide

4) What different types of music can your hear or find out about?
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Discovery Tours — Ancient Greece

Democracy in Athens
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2) What happened in the Pnyx?
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erikles’ Funeral Oration, painting by Philipp
oltz (1805-1877)

efore 1877 (Modern period)
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3) Who were magistrates?

N

Democracy in Athens

Return to Tour Guide

Democracy as Heritage

btatues of the tyrranicides Harmodios and
Pristogeiton, Roman marble copy of a Greek'
briginal by Antenor from 477 BCE

Pnd cent. CE (Roman period)
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4) Athens had a democratic government. What does this mean?
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Discovery Tours — Ancient Greece

The Ancient city of Mycenae

ycenaean krater depicting aristocrats
riving chariots

375-1350 BCE (Mycenaean period)
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1) What can you find out about the Mycenaean civilization?

2) Who was Agamemnon?
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3) What do you notice about the Propylon?

Mycenae

4) What can you tell about life for the Mycenaeans from the details in the ruins?
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Discovery Tours — Ancient Greece

The gods of Olympia
1) What do you already know about gods and goddesses that the Greeks believed in?

What would you like to find out?

oo | Gods of Olympia

'orkshop of Phidias

@ LEARNMORE & HIDE

2) What was special about Phidias’ statue?

3) Do you recognise any of the statues in the Sanctury of Olympia?
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4) What is the name of this building? What can you find out about it?

GodsfofiOlympia
Tour Stations'6/9:<>

5) What is the name of the biggest temple on the hill? What can you find out about it?
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Temple of Zeus
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Gods of Olympia
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hryselephantine Statue of Zeus

Roman era bronze copy of the
hryselephantine statue of Zeus by Phidias

st-2nd cent. CE (Roman period)
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6) What did the Ancient Greeks believe about Zeus?
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Sanctuary of Olympia

6) What else can you find out in Olympia?
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Discovery Tours — Ancient Greece

Daily life — agriculture

Growing
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1) What can you find out about Ancient Greek farming?

@ |'Wheat’and:Agriculture
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Plowing scene from a black-figure cup:
ttributed to the painter Nicosthenes’

130-520 BCE (Archaic Greece)
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2) How did Ancient Greeks help their crops to grow well?
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3) How did Ancient Greeks harvest their crops?

x| Wheat and Agriculture
X | Tour Stations 4/8 ¢

Ihepherd with his flock of goats, Scel
black-figure kyathos

0 BCE (Archaic Greece)

4) What can you learn about how Ancient Greeks kept animals on farms?
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Whveat and Agriculiure
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5) What kind of tools were used on farms?
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6) What was this building for?
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Discovery Tours — Ancient Greece

The port city of Piraeus

Port of Piraeus.
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1) Piraeus was a port. What did this mean?

| Piraeus
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2) What kind of people lived or worked in Piraeus?
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Port of Piraeus
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3) What kinds of things were bought and sold in a port like Piraeus?

101m { })

4) What kind of ships did the Ancient Greeks use?




